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Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

 
December 17, 2014 
 
Mr. Donald Yetts 
6574 Fall Street 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Mr. Yetts: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on your preference of alternative 
one. Your comments have become public record as inclusion to the project files.  
 
The final decision regarding the chosen alignment will be made within the next few 
months.  Your comment will be taken into consideration when this decision is made.  A 
newsletter will be sent out in early 2015, which will outline the final decision. 
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 
transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   
 
 
 



Again, thank you for your concerns related to building a road behind the Harvest Point 
Subdivision.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley, FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 





 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

 
December 17, 2014 
 
Ms. Kelley White 
6580 Fall Street 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Ms. White: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on your preference of alternative 
1. Your comments have become public record as inclusion to the project files.  
 
The final decision regarding the chosen alignment will be made within the next few 
months.  Your comment will be taken into consideration when this decision is made.  A 
newsletter will be sent out in early 2015 which will outline the final decision. 
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 
transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   
 
Again, thank you for your concerns related to noise and building a road behind the 
Harvest Point Subdivision.  
 



Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 





 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

 
December 15, 2014 
 
Ms. Lola Rollo 
lola.rollo@gmail.com 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Ms. Rollo: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on your preference of alternative 
one. Your comments have become public record as inclusion to the project files.  
 
The final decision regarding the chosen alignment will be made within the next few 
months.  Your comment will be taken into consideration when this decision is made.  A 
newsletter will be sent out in early 2015 which will outline the final decision. 
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 
transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   
 
Again, thank you for your concerns related to storm evacuation and bringing less traffic 
into Milton.  
 
 



Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 





 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

 
December 17, 2014 
 
Mr. Roger Chirpe 
7053 Marissa Point Lane 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Mr. Chirpe: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on the proximity of Alternative 2 
and the Harvest Point Subdivision. Your comments have become public record as 
inclusion to the project files.  
 
The final decision regarding the chosen alignment will be made within the next few 
months.  Your comment will be taken into consideration when this decision is made.  A 
newsletter will be sent out in early 2015, which will outline the final decision. 
 
During the PD&E process, an Air and Noise study was completed.  This study outlined 
that a noise barrier may be feasible along the Harvest Point Subdivision.  The design of 
the barrier will be finalized during the final design phase, if this alternative is chosen. 
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 



transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.  
  
Again, thank you for your concerns related to entering and exiting the subdivision, as 
well as noise and pollution problems.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 





 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

 
December 17, 2014 
 
Ms. Ragan Soley 
6574 Fall Street 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Ms. Soley: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on your reluctance to Alternative 
2. Your comments have become public record as inclusion to the project files.  
 
The final decision regarding the chosen alignment will be made within the next few 
months.  Your comment will be taken into consideration when this decision is made.  A 
newsletter will be sent out in early 2015 which will outline the final decision. 
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 
transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   
 
Again, thank you for your concerns related to safety and privacy at the Harvest Point 
Subdivision due to the proposed Alternative 2.  
 



Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 





 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

 
December 17, 2014 
 
Mr. Walt White 
6580 Fall Street 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Mr. White: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on your opposition to Alternative 
2. Your comments have become public record as inclusion to the project files.  
 
The final decision regarding the chosen alignment will be made within the next few 
months.  Your comment will be taken into consideration when this decision is made.  A 
newsletter will be sent out in early 2015 which will outline the final decision. 
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 
transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   
 
 
 



Again, thank you for your concerns related to Alternative 2 bringing a road in close 
proximity to your homestead.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 









































 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

December 17, 2014 
 
Ms. Melanie Rodriguez 
6496 Fall Street 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa Rosa 
County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 416748-4-
22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Ms. Rodriguez: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending the 
Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The FDOT 
values your interest, as well as your comments. Your comments have become public record as 
inclusion to the project files.  
 
The final decision regarding the chosen alignment will be made within the next few months.  
Your comments will be taken into consideration when this decision is made.  A newsletter will be 
sent out in early 2015 which will outline the final decision. 

Below are responses to the questions you sent on November 17, 2014. 

1. Q:  What is the exact genesis date of this project?   
A: A beltway from S.R. 87S in Santa Rosa County to Beulah Road in Escambia County 
has been studied by the Florida-Alabama Transportation Planning Organization prior to 
2000 as part of their Long Range Planning process.  Please see attached maps from the 
Long Range Transportation Plans (LRTP) dated years 2000, 2005, and 2010. 

2. Q: What is the date of the Notice to Proceed? 
A: The date of the notice to proceed for this PD&E study was June 2009.  

3. Q: Who do I contact at the Federal Highway Administration? 
A: FHWA will make the final decision on which alignment will be chosen.  Mr. Joseph 
Sullivan (850-553-2248) is the project manager for this project. 

4. Q: Is the date for LDCA the dates for the final decision as to which corridor will be built? 
A: The Location Design Concept Acceptance is issued by FHWA.  It signifies that the 
concept has been approved and that the project can move forward to the next phase, 
which is design. Prior to this point, an alternative will be selected by FHWA. 

5. Q: What exactly are those dates? 
A: Once an alternative is selected, FHWA will review the final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) and Draft Record of Decision (DROD).  They will submit comments on 



those documents, then approve and adopt the final EIS.  After a 30 day comment period, 
the comments will be incorporated into the final documents and FHWA will submit the 
LDCA. 

6. Q: At one time, did 2a go further north away from Harvest Point? 
A:  Alignments were reviewed north of 2a’s current location, as well as through Harvest 
Point to connect with the current location of S.R. 89.   

7. Q: If so, why was it changed? 
A: The two previously mentioned options caused direct impact to homes and would have 
resulted in relocation of homes and families.   

8. Q: In the S.R. 87 Connector Corridor Selection document dated January 24, 2011, 
Corridor 2 ranked lower in several categories. 
A: The rankings did show alternative 1 as the higher ranking alternative.  However, 
FHWA determined that since alternatives 1 and 2 had similar impacts, both alternatives 
would be brought through the entire PD&E study to allow better opportunity for the public 
to comment. 

9. Q: What about impacts right next to the corridor? 
A: The table from the presentation you are referring to is a synopsis of the property 
parcels the alternatives were impacting.  The information reflected was parcel data 
information at this stage in the study.   

10. Q: Who is and what is the contact person/email for relocation benefits? 
A: During design, the finalized right-of-way requirements will be determined.  Mr. Jon 
Wallace is the local FDOT right-of-way liaison.  If you have questions regarding potential 
relocations, he would be able to assist you.  His contact information is 
Clinton.Wallace@dot.state.fl.us, or call (850) 981-2747. 

11. Q: What entity does she/he work for? FDOT? 
A: See above answer. 

12. Q: What date is the estimate for when funding might be activated? 
A: It has not been determined when right-of-way and construction will be funded.  It is 
currently not within the FL-AL TPO’s 2035 cost feasible plan.  The 2040 plan is currently 
being developed and will be posted to their website once approved. 

13. Q: Who and what are the “local jurisdictions”? 
A: Local jurisdictions refer to the surrounding cities and county, i.e. the City of Milton and 
Santa Rosa County. 

14. Q: What are the contact numbers for the “local jurisdictions”? 
A: You will need to contact your local representative for the city or county. 

15. Q: Some notices do not have dates, why no dates on the pages? 
A: I am not sure which notices you may have.  Every invitation and newsletter has a 
date.  In addition, all comment forms given out at every meeting as part of the handout 
include dates to ensure the public involvement file includes the comments associated 
with the correct meeting.  We will in the future include dates as a footer on all handouts 
at public meetings where possible. 

16. Q: Exactly what date will the final corridor choice be made? 
A: The final corridor will be chosen by FHWA in the next few months.  A newsletter will 
be sent notifying all those that were invited to public hearing about the decision. 

17. Q: Will the PD&E Study to be finished in June 2015 include both alternatives? 
A: The final alternative will be chosen and the environmental documents will be updated 
to show the recommended option. 

18. Q: Will there be any other chances for input? 
A: After the final corridor is selected and the Final EIS is prepared, a comment period will 
be available for the Final EIS document.  In addition, the design phase of this project will 



include public involvement.  This phase is not currently within the FDOT Work Program, 
but is estimated to occur in the years 2016-2020. 

Below are the responses to the comments dated November 13, 2014. 

1. Q: What are the names of the individuals making the decision as to which alternative is 
chosen? 
A: Please see response #3 from the comments dated 11/17. 

2. Q: Where is the money for this road coming from? 
A: The funding for this project has not been fully secured.  The funds for the PD&E 
phase came from federal sources and the funds for design have not been allocated yet. 

3. Q: When will our property taxes go up? 
A: Property taxes are determined by millage rates which are set by local officials. 

4. Q: Exactly who decides?  
A: Please see the above response #3 from the comments dated 11/17 for determination 
of preferred alignments. 

5. Q: When will the decision be made? 
A: Please see the above response #16 from the comments dated 11/17. 

6. Q: How can there be 11,000 vehicles per day estimated to take Hwy 87 Bypass in 2015? 
A: The traffic report indicates that the projected traffic will include a percentage of traffic 
which will be removed from the current U.S. 90/S.R. 87 route through downtown Milton.  
The count station that you mentioned is along CR 191.  The 2013 count along S.R. 87 
near U.S. 90 is 15,288 AADT (average annual daily traffic) and the count along U.S. 90 
near the Blackwater River Bridge is 17,553 AADT.  It should also be noted that the 
AADT considers both directions of travel. 

7. Q: Where are they going? 
A: The traffic model is prepared and calibrated by the local TPO.  The traffic model 
outlines the origin, destination, usage, and volumes of proposed traffic in future years.  A 
refinement of the model was completed specifically for this project to determine interim 
years.   

8. Q: How do you calculate future traffic? 
A: Please see the above response #7 from the comments dated 11/13. 

9. Q: How will it do this? 
A: Please see the above response #7 from the comments dated 11/13. 

10. Q: How was the 20% reduction from U.S. 90 calculated? 
A: Please see the above response #7 from the comments dated 11/13. 

11. Q: Exactly what trucks will take the bypass route? 
A: Please see the above response #7 from the comments dated 11/13. 

12. Q: Are you going to require big trucks to take the bypass? 
A: It will not be a requirement for large trucks to use the S.R. 87 Connector.   

13. Q: Have you researched who will actually be using this road? 
A: Please see the above response #7 from the comments dated 11/13. 

14. Q: Exactly which trucks will be taking this bypass? 
A: Please see the above response #7 from the comments dated 11/13. 

15. Q: Exactly what trucks want to get dumped off on a 2 lane road in the middle of 
nowhere? 
A: Vehicles going north will utilize the S.R. 87 Connector due to the limited interruptions 
and higher posted speed. 

16. Q: Are we specifically building a road for military people going from Eglin AFB to Whiting 
Field? 



A: This alignment was brought forth to fulfill the purpose and need of the study.  Initially, 
six corridors were established, three of which were to the south of Milton.  Alignments 1 
and 2 best fit the purpose and need of the study and were brought forth through the 
public hearing.  A connection between the air force base and the naval air station will be 
utilized by military personnel, and representatives from Whiting Field were included in 
the development of the alternatives.  However, that was not the only purpose of this 
study. 

17. Q: Exactly what cars would be traveling to where this road would take them? 
A: Please see the above response #7 from the comments dated 11/13. 

18. Q: How many people are going to lower Alabama from Milton per day? 
A: The TPO developed the traffic model based on their local knowledge and the 
proposed improvements outlined in their long range transportation plan.  The FDOT 
depends on the TPOs knowledge of future development and growth to develop the traffic 
model. 

19. Q: The report states that Alternative 2 actually mitigates some of the impacts by 
providing a safer connection to S.R. 87N with the addition of a signal. We are going to 
trade a stop light for extreme noise and pollution? 
A: As you can see, your previous comments were included in the DEIS, “Alternative 2 
has been met with limited controversy from the Harvest Point neighborhood. This 
alternative is immediately adjacent to the neighborhood’s northern boundary. At least 
one resident has spoken out about the road being put “next to their backyard”. The 
location of Alternative 2 actually mitigates some of the impacts by providing a much 
safer condition for the neighborhood to access S.R. 87N with a traffic signal that 
currently does not exist. In addition, added landscaping and buffering can be provided 
adjacent to the neighborhood along its northern boundary.” The statement was only 
referring to the improved S.R. 87 and S.R. 89 intersection, as well as a signal at this 
location.  Noise impacts are referenced in Section 5.4 in the EIS. 

20. Q: Where does the traffic go after reconnecting with S.R. 87N? 
A: Once at the terminus, proposed traffic will be able to travel along S.R. 87N, S.R. 89 
and to many residential and commercial properties in the area. 

21. Q: Have you researched who will use this road? 
A: Please see the above response #7 from the comments dated 11/13.  

22. Q: The report states that the roadway will eliminate heavy truck traffic from the 
downtown area, reducing vibrations and pollutants that negatively impact historic 
buildings. How about vibrations and pollutants that negatively impact people? 
A: Your concern has been noted, however this section is referencing the damage 
occurring to the historic buildings downtown. 

23. Q: The report states that Route 1c offers fuel and time savings for trucks and maximizes 
roadway capacity during hurricane evacuations. Saving time and fuel for who? Hurricane 
traffic happens at the most on average once every 2.29 years. 
A: One item of the purpose and need was to provide a facility that would allow for easier 
travel during a hurricane evacuation notice.  Currently, there is not a direct route north 
from Navarre to Alabama.  The S.R. 87 Connector would provide such a facility. 

24. Q: Will the PD&E study include both alternatives? 
A: FHWA will determine a preferred alignment, upon which time the final environmental 
documents will be updated to show this as the preferred alignment. 

25. Q: Will there be any other chances for input? 
A: Please see the above response #18 from the comments dated 11/17. 

26. Q: What date will the decision be made? 
A: Please see the above response #16 from the comments dated 11/17. 

27. Q: We want to apply for relocation benefits, where do we apply? 



A: Please see the above response #10 from the comments dated 11/17. 
28. Q: Why don’t you build the road on the land parcel right behind us, at least 500 feet from 

our property line? 
A: Please see the above response #7 from the comments dated 11/17 as to why this 
option was discounted; however, this alternative has not been chosen at this time. 
 

We have also noted your concerns regarding the Whiting Field security, the realignment of the 
Harvest Point entrance, potential gopher tortoise habitat, and noise and pollution affecting the 
subdivision.  Your comments and concerns will be taken into consideration when the final 
decision on the preferred alignment is made. 

Again, thank you for your concerns related to the safety and privacy at Harvest Point 
Subdivision due to the proposed Alternative 2.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 
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Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

December 17, 2014 
 
Mr. Kent Wimmer 
1294 Avondale Way 
Tallahassee, FL 32317 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Mr. Wimmer: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on the environmental impacts 
and preference of Alternative 1. Your comments have become public record as 
inclusion to the project files.  
 
With regards to the piling location within the Blackwater River, it is anticipated that one 
set will be within the river.  However, that decision will be finalized during the design 
phase of the study.   
 
The comment on potential wild fire locations and planning will be considered during the 
final decision process.  The final decision regarding the chosen alignment will be made 
within the next few months.  A newsletter will be sent out in early 2015 which will outline 
the chosen alternative. 
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 



transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   
 
Again, thank you for your concerns related to environmental impacts due to the 
proposed alignments.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 
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Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

December 17, 2014 
 
Mr. Henry L. Long 
6377 Munson Highway 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Mr. Long: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on the realignment of Munson 
Highway. Your comments have become public record as inclusion to the project files.  
 
In regards to the realignment of Munson Highway, this proposed impact was shown 
during a public meeting dated August 16, 2011.  Since this public meeting, the 
realignment has not been modified.  This realignment was designed to provide a better 
connection from Munson Highway to the S.R. 87 Connector.  Without realigning 
Munson Highway, that intersection would have design flaws that could endanger the 
safety of the traveling public.  With respect to your property, the realignment of Munson 
Highway will begin shortly after the driveway. Please see the attached map for your use.  
The preliminary design of this realignment would require a posted speed of less than 
the current 45 miles per hour.  However, this will ultimately be determined during final 
design, as will the actual amount of property that will need to be acquired.   
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 



transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   
 
Again, thank you for your concerns related to the realignment of Munson Highway.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 







 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

 
December 17, 2014 
 
Mr. Paul Szalai 
5029 East Lake Road 
Milton, FL 32583 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Mr. Szalai: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on a median crossover for access 
to Punjab Road, and also for a grade separation for S.R. 87 at the railroad crossing. 
Your comments have become public record as inclusion to the project files.  
 
The median access to Punjab Road will be considered during the design phase of this 
project.  Allowing a directional median opening at this location would violate the Access 
Management guidelines and would require a variance.  However, it will be considered 
and traffic demands will help dictate if allowing this access would provide a safety 
concern.  Currently, a grade separated intersection at S.R. 87S is not being studied at 
this time; however, your comment is noted. 
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 
transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   



 
Again, thank you for your concerns related to the removal of turn lane access to Punjab 
Road.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 







 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

December 17, 2014 
 
Ms. Carolyn Locklin 
15451 Munson Highway 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Ms. Locklin: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on the realignment of Munson 
Highway; when affected property owners were contacted; how Clear Creek will be 
disturbed by constructing a second bridge; your concern for the wildlife habitat, timber 
and eco-system around Clear Creek; and the use of Heritage Trail. Your comments 
have become public record as inclusion to the project files.  
 
1. With respect to the realignment of Munson Highway, this proposed impact was 

shown during a public meeting dated August 16, 2011.  Since this public meeting, 
the realignment has not been modified.  This realignment was designed to provide a 
better connection from Munson Highway to the S.R. 87 Connector.  Without 
realigning Munson Highway, the proposed intersection would have design flaws that 
could endanger the safety of the traveling public. The final configuration of the 
intersection will be developed during the next phase, referred to as the design 
phase. There will be additional public meetings during this phase for further 
comment and coordination on the final intersection design.  

 
2. During the PD&E process, elected officials, local officials, interested parties, and 

land owners who are within 300 feet of the proposed roadway centerline are 
contacted regarding upcoming meetings and with project newsletters.   

 
3. During the PD&E study, a bridge hydraulics memorandum was completed for the 

proposed crossing at Clear Creek.  With the hydraulic information, the preliminary 



bridge was designed to minimize adverse impacts to the surrounding landscape.  A 
second hydraulic study will be completed during the design phase to ensure impacts 
are reduced.  Any impacted wetlands will be mitigated.  The design phase will 
outline the location and type of mitigation that will be provided.  Any mitigation for 
wetlands is required to be done within the same watershed to counteract the 
proposed impacts. 

 
4. The terminus of the S.R. 87 Connector is still being decided.  In addition, the Wal-

Mart site you mentioned is located north of Alternative 1 and south of Alternative 2.  
With regards to utilizing the Blackwater Heritage State Trail (BHST) as the roadway, 
the FDOT does not favor removing existing multi-modal facilities from public use.  
The S.R. 87 Connector was proposed to enhance the BHST with a multimodal 
connection to the Old S.R. 1 Trail. 

 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 
transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   
 
Again, thank you for your concerns. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 













 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, Florida 32428 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 

www.dot.state.fl.us 

December 17, 2014 
 
Ms. Karen Lawler Simmons 
7608 Lawler Lane 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Ms. Simmons: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments regarding the potential 
stormwater pond located near your property. Your comments have become public 
record as inclusion to the project files.  
 
The potential pond location, which was shown on the exhibits at the public hearing, is 
only one location that is being considered for a stormwater pond.  The final location will 
be determined during the design of this roadway.  During the PD&E process, land 
owners who are within 300 feet of the proposed roadway centerline are contacted 
regarding upcoming meetings.  The last meeting that was held was on August 16, 2011.  
At that time, the potential pond sites were not determined. We have included a location 
map for your use of the site in question. 
 
Initially, during the beginning of this study, an alternative was considered which would 
travel north from S.R. 87S, cross the Blackwater River, travel along east of Whiting 
Field, and connect north of Whiting Field to S.R. 87N.  This alignment was determined 
to be flawed due to property that was purchased through the Florida Forever program.  
Due to this land, the Federal Highway Administration decided to remove that alignment 
from consideration. 
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 



2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 
transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   
 
Again, thank you for your concerns related to the S.R. 87 Connector and to the potential 
stormwater pond locations.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 
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From: Amy Wiwi
Sent: Tuesday, December 09, 2014 3:34 PM
To: comptonv@bellsouth.net
Cc: Kelley, Peggy (Peggy.Kelley@dot.state.fl.us); William Sloup; Nicole Mauntler
Subject: FW: S.R. 87 Connector PD&E Study Public Comment

Vernon, 
 
Peggy asked that one of our engineers that worked through the Value Engineering Process review your question and 
respond to you about the trail.  The below is the response they sent to me.  Please note that we have new design 
requirements that will be followed when final design takes place on the SR 87 Connector.      We are including this 
comment in the public involvement package we are currently putting together for FHWA review.  I apologize for taking 
so long to respond, but we are responding to ALL of the comments from the hearing now as well.   Please let me know if 
you have more questions or need any more 
information.                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
Thank you for your comment Mr. Compton. As you have noticed, the multi-use trail has been removed from the 
SR 87 Connector from the Blackwater Heritage State Trail to the terminus of the project. This was a result of a 
Value Engineering Study that FDOT District 3 completed in January of 2013. Value Engineering Studies are 
completed for projects that have a total cost (including design, right-of-way, and construction) greater than $25 
million. The Value Engineering Team brought forth the savings alternative which would end the multi-use path 
at the Blackwater Heritage State Trail. This alternative resulted in a savings of $760,000. It should be noted 
that the right-of-way required for the construction of the multi-use path will be purchased initially with the intent 
of constructing the path in the future. The Clear Creek Bridge will also include the necessary width required for 
a future multi-use path. The project will include 5-foot paved shoulders through the rural typical section and 7-
foot bicycle lanes within the urban typical section. The 7-foot bicycle lanes are a new requirement outlined by 
FDOT for new construction projects with urban typical sections which are within one mile of the urban 
boundary. 
  
Thanks! 
  
AMY Y. WIWI, GISP 
Vice-President 

 
PO Box 1008 
1265 Church Ave 
Chipley, FL 32428 
Office: (850) 638-2393 
Fax: (850) 638-2397 
amywiwi@metriceng.com 
www.metriceng.com 
  
  

  From: Vernon Compton [mailto:comptonv@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 8:51 AM 
To: Kelley, Peggy 
Subject: S.R. 87 Connector PD&E Study Public Comment 
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Dear Ms. Kelley, 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on the S.R. 87 Connector PD&E Study. 
  
I am very pleased with the bicycle/pedestrian connections included in the project from S.R. 90 north to the Blackwater 
Heritage State Trail.  Including a multiple use trail connection along the route is important to the safe movement of 
pedestrians and bicyclists.  I would say this is especially so since the road provides a connection to a jobs center for 
Santa Rosa County, the SR County Industrial Park.  It also provides a connection to other trails.  Thank you for including 
this in the project.   
  
However, I am disappointed that the multiple use trail has been removed from the connector proceeding north from the 
Blackwater Heritage Trail.  I encourage you to add this back into the project if at all possible.  Many live north of Milton 
but commute to work either at the S.R. County Industrial Park or the Santa Rosa County Jail.  In addition, NAS‐Whiting 
Field is a major employer for the entire area.  Providing transportation alternatives is important for them.  In addition, I 
have seen major road expansion occur with both S.R. 98 and S.R. 90 without adequate pedestrian and bicycle features 
installed when built.  It has been extremely difficult for these feature to go in afterwards.  Could we not build this road in 
a better way than 98 and 90 and include full bicycle/pedestrian features from the beginning for the entirety of the road 
by including not only road shoulders but also a multiple use trail?  Such a full system was indicated at the first public 
meeting held pertaining to this connector.   Since the stated approach to this project is to thoroughly assess the safety, 
mobility and community needs of a possible connector, I suggest including the multiple use trail best allows all  of these 
items to be  met. 
  
Thank you for considering my request. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Vernon 
  
Vernon Compton 
5149 Santa Rosa Street 
Milton, FL  32570 
comptonv@bellsouth.net 
850‐982‐4544 
Attention:  The information contained in this E-mail message is privileged and 
confidential information intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  If 
the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that 
any dissemination, distribution or copy of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If 
you have received this communication in error, please contact the sender by reply E-mail 
and destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you. 
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December 17, 2014 
 
Ms. Robin Brown 
7119 Highway 87N 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on seeking complete buyout of 
your parents’ home and property if Alternative 2 is chosen.  
 
The final decision regarding the chosen alignment will be made within the next few 
months.  A newsletter will be sent out in early 2015 which will outline the final decision.  
The right-of-way phase is not funded currently.  During the design phase, the right-of-
way requirements will be finalized.  At this point, if the right-of-way phase is funded, 
FDOT personnel will contact your parents regarding their property.  This will be their 
opportunity to discuss any acquisition purchases. 
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 
transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   



Again, thank you for your concerns related to Alternative 2 bringing a new road within 
such close proximity to your parents’ residence.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 
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December 17, 2014 
 
Ms. Nellie Brown 
7119 Highway 87N 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God. The 
FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on seeking complete buyout of 
your home and property if Alternative 2 is chosen.  
 
The final decision regarding the chosen alignment will be made within the next few 
months.  A newsletter will be sent out in early 2015 which will outline the final decision.  
The right-of-way phase is not funded currently.  During the design phase, the right-of-
way requirements will be finalized.  At this point, if the right-of-way phase is funded, 
FDOT personnel will contact you regarding your property.  This will be your opportunity 
to discuss any acquisition purchases.   
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 
transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   



Again, thank you for your concerns related to Alternative 2 bringing a new road within 
such close proximity to your residence.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 
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December 17, 2014 
 
Mr. Kyle Holley 
5920 Willard Norris Road 
Milton, FL 32570 
 
 
RE: State Road 87 Connector Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study  

State Road 87 South at State Road 10 (U.S. 90) to State Road 87 North, Santa 
Rosa County 
Financial Project Identification Numbers:  416748-3-22-01, 416748-3-22-02, 
416748-4-22-01, 416748-4-22-02, and 416748-4-22-90 

 
 
Dear Mr. Holley: 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) would like to thank you for attending 
the Public Hearing held on November 13, 2014 at the Milton First Assembly of God.  
The FDOT values your interest, as well as your comments on your preference for 
Alternative 1.   
 
The improvements to Bobby Brown Road and East Milton Road will be taken into 
consideration.  Coordination with Gulf Power and the County will be necessary with the 
improvements that you have outlined.  The final connection configuration will be 
determined in design. 
 
This PD&E study is anticipated to be finished in June of 2015. The next phase of this 
project will be the design phase.  According to the Florida Alabama Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO), the design phase is estimated to be funded in the years 
2016-2020. The funding for the right-of-way phase and construction phase is not 
currently within the TPO’s 2035 Cost Feasible Plan at this time. 
 
Public participation is one of the most important aspects of any PD&E Study.   It allows 
the project team to gain information from the users that have a stake in the 
transportation decisions in their area.  The comments we receive are essential to 
ensuring the proposed solution meets the community’s needs.   
 
 
 



Again, thank you for your comments related to Alternative 1 and an improvement with 
the Bobby Brown Road connection.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Kelley 
FDOT Project Manager 
1074 Highway 90 
Chipley, FL 32428 
850-330-1517 
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